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Mational Precast Concrete Association Australia

Recreating a
Scottish baronial castle

The National

Precast Concrete
Association Australia
highlights the pivotal
role that precast
concrete played

in the successful
execution of The
John Cunningham
Student Centre,

NATIDNAL PRECAST

CORCRETE AGSOCIATION SUSTRAL L

By the Mational Precast
Concrete Association Australia.

“Melgrand’s
precast elements
offered a
cost-efficient
alternative,

reducing the
stonework
expense to about
one third of that
for quarried
sandstone.”

ect is now complste: The

ym Student C

ol

and 19th centuries. Th
testament to both hist
modern innovation,

Conc

al reverence and
lational Precast
[Mational

= by supplving nearly 180 t

'stone’ elerments — comprising ovear

individual precas
100 unique de

one, while auth
\ says Kipp. "Melgran:
enits offered a cost-efficient a
reducing the stonew
third of that i

g cost-saving measure 3
ing the intricate and extrs

as crucial in

cade

Melgrand's materials earned an

certification, confirming their parity with

m INSIDE CONSTRUCTION August/Septermber 2024

The John Cunningham
Smdent Centre at
°  The Scots College.
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Intricate architectural design
The scale and complexity
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first time such an extensive 5S¢
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Crafting architectural masterpieces
Melgrand's contribution to the John

. ENCOMMpass
tectiaral

elements, meticuloushy

fted to evoke the

essence of heritage sandstone. Fromm the
distinetive cast stone crows gable capping
o the ormate cornice elerments and intricate
machicolations, each piece was designed to
enhance the building's historical aesthetic
The inclusion of stringoourse, corbels,
custom balustrading and base balust
capping further enriches the visual tapest
while classical and custom columns provide
structural elegance. Pier cappings and
grey concrete lintel elements complets
the ensemble, showcasing the company's

These elements not only meet stringent
architectural specifications but also searnlassly
integrate inta the Scottish baronial narrative of
the centre, prormising a timeless and cohesive
architectural masterplece.

Blend of history and modern engineering
The John Cunningharm Student Centre
opened its doors in March 2024, The project
reprasants one of the first Scottizsh baronial
buildings in Australia, a bold move ta infuse

a distinctively Scaottish architectural heritage
into Sydney's urban landscape. According to
Mational Precast CEC Sarah Bachr
John Cunningham Student Centre st
rermarkable fusion of historical reverence and
meodern engineering.”

The John Cunningham
Student Centre features
a diverse array of
bespoke architectural
precast elements.

Melgrand supplied
nearty 180 tonnes
of precast stone’
elements for The
John Cunningham
Student Centre.

Through the iInnovative use of precast
concrete, Melgrand has enabled the creation
of a stunning Scottish baronial facade that
balances cost-efficiency with architectural
authernticity. This project not anly enhances
the aesthetic and functional landscape of
Bellevue Hill but alzo celebrates a significant
aspect of Soottish heritage. Asthe centre
opens, it promises o be a landmark of
nec-traditional design, showcasing
the timeless appeal of Scettish baronial
architecturs in a contermporary context.
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“The John
Cunningham
Student Centre
stands as a
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remarkable fusion
of historical
reverence

and modern
engineering.”
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