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INNOVATING
INFRASTRUCTURE

esthetically pleasing infrastructure
not only enhances the visual
appeal of cur surrcundings but
also carries significant sustalinability benefits
for pecple and the envirenment. Well-
designed infrastructure tends to foster
a sense of pride and connection within
communities, encouwraging greater care
and stewardship.

When people feel a sense of ownership
and admiraticn for their surroundings, they
ares rare incined ta suppart arvdd maintain
these structures, thereby extending
thezir lifespan and reducing the need for
frexquent renovations or replacements

T weeptilation and service |_:|_,|||r_{ir|g-;.
at either end of the new platform 14 of
Syadney's Central Station boast an incredibly
durakle yet innovative finish that delivers
a wp.,.l-_l| connecton |:_'|r_'lw-;_-;_'f1 I,hq: [_1.1-_.I .-_|r|-;_|
present, The buildings feature artwork
designed by renowned Bundjalung artist Dr
Bronwyn Bancroft. They are part of a 5955
millica transfarmation of the TF-year-old
station, undertaken by Laing O'Rourke for
Sydney Metro. It was one of the larpest
upgrades to be undertaken on Australia’s
busiest railway station In decades.

The contemporary representation of
Connection to Country, Time Travellers,
displays serpentine-like imagery that is
ymbolic of one of the many creation
stories that have been handed down
by First Mation’s people for more than
&0,000 years.

The artwork has been achieved using
stained bricks that have been inlaid into 116
precast panels during the manufacturing
process. Mational Precast Master Precaster
Waeger Constructions manufactured the
panels, while Industry Supplier member
ECOTOME was respansible for the
calaurful 5.I,.f_|||ir'g, wihich resulied ina
coloured glazed brick lock

Maticnal Precast CEO Sarah Bachmann
says that staining offers a modern
altermative to p.,sul‘.illg ard this project
shows its wersatility,

“Infrastructure like the new Central
Staticon buildings, is & prime example of
one of the applications of the staining

Staim bricks intatd into curved precast panels feature
artwork designed by renowned Bundjalung artist
Dr Bronwyn Bancroft, Image: Sydney Matno

PROJECT: Central Statlon Metro
LOCATIOM: Sydney, NSW

MASTER FRECASTER: Waeger Constructions

STAINING: ECOTONE

revalution. In this case, the inlaid bricks
have been stamed, but in marmy ather
projects, the precast itsell is stained — with
or wit bt u-).ir'ug Form liners to create
pattern,” says Bachemann, “Traditionally
used most commonly to colour correct
brickwaork and in more recent timas cast
Insitu concrate, staining |s now frequently
used on precast as well to achieve amazing
statements in colows, from translucent, to
opaque, to metallic finishes. It 15 incredibly

chip cver timee, envsuring a longer-lasting
firish that retains its x-ihr._mr_}- for YEHITS
!l.v;_ldilil;ﬂm”:,-_ stairs can be artist |r_.=1||}'
applied and customised to achieve various
effects, from translucent hues that reveal
the concrete’s texture to more opaque
tones for & solid colouw.

Staimed concrete has ancther advantage
of being more resistant to fading from UY
exposure from weather conditions, making
it & practical cholce for both indoor and

“INFRASTRUCTURE LIKE THE MEVY CEMTRAL STATIOMN BUILCHMGS, 1S A PRIME
EXAMPLE OF OME OF THE APPLICATIONS OF THE STAIMING REVOLUTION.
IM THIS CASE, THE IMLAID BRICKS WERE STAIMED, BUT | KNOW OF MAMNY

OTHER PROJECTS WHERE THE PRECAST ITSELF HAS BEEM STAINED™

durable and can be applied in the factory
to maximise the benefits of off-site
manufacturing, for both infrastructure and
buildings projects”

A with brickwork. staining precast can
be used to colour cornect as it penetrates

the surface, When used toits full potential,

5I,dir'-|||:g can create rich, ||¢I,ur.1|-|-;_;q_1lci||3
codours that blend seamlessly with the
poncrebe, [."U'I'K.Il N a M AU thesrtic:
dppoaranco L';J”'[."J”.'U‘ e paink Unlike
paint, stained precast won't peel, Make or

outdoor applications. Its low maintenance
requirements and eco-friendly formulations
add to the appeal, making stained precast
concrete a versatile and sustainable chaice
for architectural and desipn projects.

“Staining precast offers a range of
advantages that enhance both sesthetic
appeal and durability. In this case, the end
result s thee ook and feel of a traditional
brick Tagade, but with all the efficiencies
and] durability of precast conorete,”
Bachrmann says [l
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