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Precast befits prestigious
apartment development

With demand for new
developments in the
nation's capital at an
all-time high, precast
was specified as the
material of choice for
Renaissance Manuka,
a premium apartment
complex in Canberra's
inher south suburb

of Griffith.

Project
Rena oe Manuka
Location

Griffith, ACT
Developer/builder
Morris Property Group
Architect

Guida M wy Brown
Architects

Engineer

onsulting

Master Precaster
Advanced Precast [Aust)

Lcated on the site of the old Stuart Flats, the

predorinantly precast Renaissance Mamika
developrment covers three parcels of land
located on Captain Cool Crascent, Stuart
Street and Light Street, Griffith. It offers 414
ane, two and three-bedroom apartments in
five buildings of three 1o six stories across

the three blocks, aswell as a childeare centre,

health facility and basetnent parking.

The buildings’ facades are a mixture of
traditicnal brick — achi rbrick tiles
5 — mixad with
white painted precast concrete walls and
charccal window frarming, upper-lavel
cladding and reofing.

Constraction of the complex coincided
with the height of the COVID-19 pandemic,
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b | while still
achieving a brick finish, but without the
tirme, site labour and other disadvantages
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a conventionally framed

of constracting

labour supply inthe ACT and resulied in many
maonths of ime savings

In all, 364 Ioadbearing and non-loadbearing
pracast elernents were manufactured for
Bloek 23 of the developtmant, comprising wall
panels, spandrels, columns, retaining panels
and planter walls, Cf the wall panels, 150 were
manufactured using brick tiles that were cast
inta the faces, tops and edges of the panels,
with the selected brick tiles matching the
suburb's traditicnal surreunding buildings.

Frex elements were manufactured
Mational Precast Concrete Association
Australia Master Precaster Advanced Precast at
its Wetherill Park factory.

Manufacturing the brick panels for the
praject entailed 1 culous planning.
Materials shortages created challeng
significant engagement between £

and
anced
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A brick finish
was achiaved
by Mational
Precast Concrete
Association
Australia Master
Precaster Advanced
Precast using
precast panels,
saving time and site
labour costs,
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a5 Was required
I wild. Careful layout
of bricks to accommeodate differing panel
sizes and differing tolerances of the various
materials was essential during manufacture
Raob McLachlan, Architect at GME says:
"The fleor-ta-floot height of the units has
been worked out to exactly work with a brick
dimension; where a normal flocr-to-floor

i, Guida Moseley B

es and that's a dimension that works
perfectly with the brick rod ®

It's almast like the whole building has this
brick rod overlay to it and we have sort of
nudged it and crganised it 3o that we'ne not
cutting bricks in half at the bottom in their
horizontal axis - it's really exciting when you
gat everything fitting just so.”

‘It's interesting because even though these
hricks are brick ti
the same set of p

lems; you still need to
design the dimensions af the building to
work 1o the bricks because they're the visible
thing that you see on the outside - that's
something we'te really proud of becauss
when it's done well there's a peacefulness
about the development.”
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proent of
Stuart Street, wa
thie largest of the stages
Fenaissance Manuka has been marketed Ak

Renaissance
Manuka
development.

"Speed of
construction
and reducing
site labour were
the key drivers
for the decision
to use precast
concrete while
still achieving a

units cwver four levels on
completed in 2022, Stage 3,
offering 276 units
buildings fronting Captain Coal
is due for completion in 2023, 5y

brick finish.”
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