
Dear Shiva,

Silica dust management

You may have seen Sunday evening’s 60 MINUTES’ investigation on exposure to deadly
crystalline silica dust. While the program focused mainly on the engineered stone industry,
the risks of silica extend into other industries as well, including the precast concrete
industry.

While silica levels in engineered stone are typically 93 per cent or higher, silica levels in
cement and mortar range from 25 to 70 per cent, concrete typically 20 to 40%, granite
typically 30 per cent, and slate from 20 to 40 per cent.

Silica is harmful when respirable-sized dust particles that are less than 10 microns are
inhaled, as this can cause lung scarring known as silicosis. The fibrosis of the lungs and
the associated inflammation may lead to lung cancer.

It is critical that you are aware of the risks associated with silica dust exposure and take
the required precautions to prevent or minimize exposure to silica dust in the workplace.

We have compiled a list of resources for you below, both national and state. While some
relate specifically to engineered stone, they contain good takeaways for the precast
industry.

As well, we will be holding a webinar on Tuesday 4th April on the topic and Michael
Hudson from Hudson Civil will be presenting about the measures his company has taken,
at the March national Members’ Meeting. If you would like us to register you, please
contact Shiva.

Please ensure you attend the webinar and meeting, to arm yourself with the appropriate
information, and use the resources below as needed, to make sure we are all doing our bit
to comply with the regulations and prevent this horrible disease.

Kind regards,

Sarah Bachmann, CEO



Upcoming webinar

https://nationalprecast.com.au/events/


Working Safely with Silica resources

Na�onal resources:

Working with silica and silica containing products – Safe Work Australia

Managing the risks of respirable crystalline silica from engineered stone in the workplace – Safe
Work Australia

Changes to the workplace exposure standard for respirable crystalline silica – Safe Work
Australia

Workplace exposure standards for airborne contaminants (2022) – Safe Work Australia

Crystalline silica and silicosis – Safe Work Australia

Living with silicosis - Lung Foundation Australia

Breathe Freely Australia

State resources:

QLD

WorkSafe QLD – 01 May 2023 - New code of practice (Code of Practice)

Silica and the lung – Workplace Health and Safety Queensland

Silica - Identifying and managing crystalline silica dust exposure – Workplace Health and Safety
Queensland

Silica - Technical guide to managing exposure in the workplace – Workplace Health and Safety
Queensland

NSW

NSW SafeWork – 01 January 2020 – WHS Regulation (silica) (Regulation)

ACT

WORKSAFE ACT  - 01 November 2022 – New Amendment

VIC

WorkSafe VIC – 15 November 2021 – Occupational Health and Safety Amendment Regulation
(Regulation)

WA

Work Safe WA -  WorkSafe Western Australia silica compliance project - report

Managing the risks of respirable crystalline silica from engineered stone in the workplace Code
of Practice

TAS

WorkSafe Tasmania  - 19 January 2022 – Managing the risks of respirable crystalline silica from
engineered stone in the workplace Code of Practice

Beware of workplace dust exposure

https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ZGY7r3XKWJm%2fuO%2bpyFqqx1%2fbYQnI8Nq8IRCIDUb8iUXDJ2Tg7ts9Q6ExIjJsgvXWI%2bpF4q37RWuDqt%2bZwD5Dqy%2fMhtlDCRlXnYwAI3LzOJY%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=XP2J4o1IhtKmvTkPQ73GSNxgpDwSyWaLhmkK%2ftQAY4LFajUWX6hzNdgqFlvp3xwJU9n5omsJqFBkXj%2bsQvQXRYXmY8OipcGbMddSFBx%2bvhQ%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=Jd4bBmZMj5XFmaPcJdhaHDmHg79GSO0Avy7j6VG%2fLygXRkGlVeudWevHtwPd%2fvcajhCOy%2f33Yrx9TlyUwCzJOzhDWURiQ5dCPhztVBwPnOE%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=IFPZnW966KxgjYQCWAUlF9Kv85E33iTzun8s2oYaDg%2b57pvNrq0ElYbawZ%2f1X548NQ6GTHOLfIMxVBxvj5euZoEWHkRXoB9jhxHttG%2b37Is%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=VVdPh0uds0H%2bngnfUJg%2bsWkm1KLw0y%2fdttEXsXG3lw5Koe2yoqyxNlCe84lKrJUsPw310uXm8d25FdibFt6yLZiqt1kfqZSM%2ftkxCTpMOsI%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=ySk080Z7F5g2K%2bf5Whu0JMUhe8Mi8qeao7ig9hgKh5XQOIIY2q3SDc2a0oYDn%2fB4JNwZ9vb0iU%2fHVitP5y7HjioVwJ%2bDrNBwAKCoNTYFA5A%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=%2b2c2%2fqW%2fZQtfupg3okOA6UGC3HftNE7N0OpSC4HbQBaPCQOkEkjggfvH%2bfOAcjyiLf%2bwJPi44IIap7cPpVyhfKcgh58molYCBO5KupjwcA4%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=onqCulxH80Zt196wPnbEQHFwmbQpy36PvbH2Ykp3l8oNoZZu%2folmZH4btlyWhnwHVttCytosEaCtzxfJcYBbJNjO2wAfWGFVRvNPwh9%2bRUY%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=fAvWqZ5jymVZTsB3bY4IBb18Jv%2fS0eGG7rqnMbLPdsNvY4DudiwdJRuB2kALo8jhVHpjl7P%2biRbry66rXinljGGRi8PY6mNPWe2veoFB4hM%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=vYVcvk%2byfjSnesmUYyC0Md5AwgL4LC91aBfkQOLl7CHeevloxkRFr9FEhqoo5Xy9TPk%2foDoPB25lu98W44%2fx%2f38Dh6%2bnFWh2v%2beCjo1ob58%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=uF70VbN06Nx4SUH26ihPunMWPQX9mrfMlobhtqhtCN0RSYXEy46SsgSahG4pyn9qGw6uObpRidvdCQC3IPgk%2fx1vWaC3nzwcRPlTAcCTZ5M%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=SImIyJdXRQzfq2Tge3CWQ0fM3gGa9Af50B%2buKIXKe7y23IQmO2pgas44bKEm11EwFb1zpN%2fgjbMnuFFD1%2fBcoeDOHYIIatCFX33wKTvh%2f0w%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=pwJxxO9qf7Q8kSHBYsqEJReCaJLuhQeKfysLO1mdD%2ba8GnLQWnSyk%2beBCxOMZSgSRAADYkCxW7ZpHgkfCLQmRKC20Obj1gGd6Svm6qlFN%2fw%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=iFVT5PhvYy4Dugk8lhRythJJvkctYCTfPdieVGU3Zep69K23Vz0vXtt6lHArbeBGx%2bshFdIKVskqGUuxeHlNI4Y3aRXbl3TeUYc2zx%2fbmgk%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=e%2bXUvq9qgCJPwKisPUpzdLoAv8powN46MDhWoqQLs2S4mXg4LviA3vL%2fdIWaLB92bOeW2%2bmlo%2beWxVtThxm9vmteMAW8UXfagsB0ehsJH3o%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=5plqwxBZ8l8Egp71eCxBVe8iYO6c6DBNJEaZRIDoDG6cFrVPw92vbTBTWOZqQL5%2fBNzpH6qJkzDJYSD2Kcb040mI67%2baSxEJnSIY8YJxY18%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=BsLPDvA322%2b7CrUi1c1pVT2lBBEVlxsoFYX2tMZVb6fx1l758ge7oR2hAcQM5neWS9Tu6GSmAW7tnEDDwgzu8DwFKDa36CJZHR5q%2bGp5ahA%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=uPXewxusbeVCqcmTmXV1sNX%2b2XWG190yb3ENJ9AIbJIwtrxyH1Q131TaWgFZV1%2fxm9Qf1iVWiDKorNR5bSTNBmPQSIq%2fRaappnpSYO27zG4%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=PqbGA17kaJRea7DU2LHOG4F1F3bqexGYdUaX%2bIm%2be0%2bjm8L84vgpCf06WFoaKTY76PqmljGvyDlphv31Q692iBJOcgJRyILBz6jW0BqDyjQ%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=wWrg410KSSWrGeTlyhCUB%2fSnaxBqKnL7RswfI%2fVUiOvdwo%2fkJcgrsOLZbG275IKe%2fFjY1GCJlnoe8ps1fbfIMjfLxVFzuZRK7UhdgngaLgM%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=31Nl8jhmvVytUNlaywWfnL9yW0FvZWvMTemOzn1JxO930yY40V771Jsd%2bAEb194Ad5Ls%2fNoXI0QQekJOwtTgyrr8rx1t6BKxji3Ju5k4B3M%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=DqSkLhNX58AiXbmgeTzxSkwoJ%2bp0wxN8r0D4IDdS1CnQQNOonhWqhTp4g3lLW5o9a%2fV0ddaycNG4nWjwo8n1ciS9hiXVvpWmBpTeoQSd%2bj0%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=IMFSrnMAkWz6d%2bnhZ2o5Sgc6skdFvzuZlSyfc6QVZ95%2fKc2EjoDvt32mckl7Wc%2fXC14T2cJMVJs3cPaKNEwqwBsrrs3mihzbnznUMK9Su%2bQ%3d
https://npcaa11.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=1nDcJJDDraw6Bycf%2f6vExzMhdqwIOevVAUWmOgFg0EfuV7%2f36g%2fnSatfr5hDlKVg1UO1FjmCbjR0cmOjMUJTBKwkd68ofMs%2foCzm8xaehaM%3d


Preventing exposure to silica from engineered stone benchtops safety alert

SA

Safe Work SA – 01 July 2020

Strategy for Respirable Crystalline Silica Exposure Awareness and Reduction 2020 –
Government of South Australia

Respirable Crystalline Silica (RCS) Compliance Program Report 2020-21 - SafeWork SA

Respirable crystalline silica in construction and demolition work – SafeWork SA

Silicosis Health Screening Program Baseline Findings - Wellbeing SA and MAQOHSC

Complimentary legal, WHS & HR session for members

Remember, as a NP Member, you can contact any of the Moray Partners for a
complimentary 20-minute legal consultation on 02 4911 5400. Details can be found here.

You are receiving this email because you are a member of National Precast. It is not to be circulated
outside your organisation. Copyright © 2023 National Precast Concrete Association Australia. All
rights reserved.
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